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 Luko Piplica - "What is in the Waves?," video still from "What’s in the Waves?" 
(2009) 



Solmaz Daryani / Climate Visuals Countdown - "Shrinking of Salt Lake Urmia"

ECOLOGICAL CRISIS = CULTURAL CRISIS





Patrick Perkins / Climate Visuals Countdown - "September 9th, 2020"

POWER OF ARTS 
DEFENDING CULTURAL HERITAGE AND RIGHTS 

CULTURAL ADAPTATION 



POWER OF ARTS

Fueling and Unleashing Imagination 
Sparking Critical Thinking 

 
Using Creativity to Rethink, Reflect, and Reform

Driving Change
 



Olafur Eliasson – "The Weather Project" (2003)
monofrequency lights, projection foil, haze machines, mirror foil, aluminium, and scaffolding, 26.7 x 22.3 x 155.4m, Turbine Hall, Tate Modern, Londoni



Dan Perjovschi – "Greta Thunberg Drawings"



Ludovico Einaudi - "Elegy for the Arctic"





Rewriting Climate Headlines 
by Non Linear Narrative Master Program & Arab Reporters 
for Investigative Journalism (ARIJ)

Sophie Czich, Cristina Lavosi, Hattie Wade, Munir Al-Khatib, Yassir El Makthoum, 
Mohammed Komani - "From the Ashes" 



IMPACT ON CULTURAL HERITAGE

Increased vulnerability to looting and 
illicit trafficking
Increased costs of conservation
Disruption of traditional cultural 
landscapes

https://culturalheritageinaction.eu/how-to-better-protect-cultural-heritage-from-the-impact-of-
climate-change/

Physical damage to monuments and sites
Loss of historical sites through erosion 
and submersion

Damage to moveable cultural heritage



ICCROM (The International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of 
Cultural Property)

By 2050 

191 of 284 recognized 
heritage sites in Africa 

will be threatened by 
sea level rise

https://www.carbonbrief.org/mapped-african-world-heritage-sites-threatened-by-sea-level-rise-to-triple-by-2050/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/mapped-african-world-heritage-sites-threatened-by-sea-level-rise-to-triple-by-2050/


Unprecedented speed and scale of climate change is threatening cultural 
heritage

Lack of awareness and lack of action in EU member states and at the EU 
level

Adaptation and mitigation measures in line 
with the Green Deal

Research: the indispensable driver to make 
heritage climate resilient

Education and training: vital prerequisites 
for mastering the future

Awareness raising and outreach: Europe 
talks climate change and cultural heritage

Gaps and structural deficiencies 
impeding the Green Deal



IMPACT ON CULTURAL RIGHTS

Jeff Tan - "The Pacific Climate Warriors, 350 Fiji Day of Action"

Displacement of Communities

Threat to Indigenous Knowledge and Practices
Affects on Intangible Cultural Heritage
Economic Disruption of Cultural Livelihoods 
Increased Vulnerability of Marginalized Groups

Cultural Landscapes
Barriers to Cultural Participation 

Challenges to Intergenerational 
Cultural Transmission 



DEFENDING 
CULTURAL RIGHTS

Photo by Ayse Gursoz

THE RIGHT OF ALL TO TAKE PART IN CULTURAL LIFE 
WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION 
THE RIGHT TO ACCESS AND ENJOY CULTURAL HERITAGE
THE RIGHT TO BENEFIT FROM ARTISTIC FREEDOM





CULTURE RESPONSIBILITY













PRECARIOUS SECTOR

DIAGNOSIS SYMPTOMS

ECONOMICAL 
DISORDER

• Economic-centric development
• Project-based funding model
• Market- and result-driven work 
• Competitive Grant Systems
• Financial instability 
• Precarious Employment

POLITICAL PARALYSIS • Limited Democratization of Cultural Governance
• Reduced Public Funding
• Commodification of Public Cultural Resources
• Bureaucratization of Cultural Institutions
• Erosion of Cultural Autonomy

SOCIAL DEFICIENCY 
SYNDROME

• Increased inequality
• Limited accessibility to cultural infrastructure and 

content 
• Instrumentalized cultural participation

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DEGRADATION

• Limited capacities of actors in culture
• Limited knowledge 
• Insufficient support and investments for ecological 

transition and cultural adaptation
• Negative Impact on Cultural Heritage and Rights



THE UNEQUAL IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

UNEQUAL ACCESS TO CULTURAL RESOURCES
CULTURAL POLICY DISPARITIES

ECONOMICAL JUSTICE SOCIAL JUSTICE

CULTURAL JUSTICE

EQUITY - JUSTICE - INCLUSION



CULTURAL ADAPTATION



LONG-TERM PROVISION OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT

NEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

GOVERNANCE

RAISING AWARENESS

FIELDS OF SUSTAINABLE ACTIONS 
Energy

Food and water
Waste management

Paper
Materials and equipment

Procurement

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION 
Education

Electronic waste management 
Use of online tools 

SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS SYSTEM
Office
Travels
Events

Audience

MEASUREMENTS AND REPORTING



Type: Monetary and non-monetary

Period: Since 2012

Targets: National Portfolio Organisations, Investment Principle 
Support Organisations and the broader creative and cultural sector

Program includes: 
1. Board Environmental Champions
2. Leading Resilience program 

• free carbon calculator
• regular training events and workshops
• multimedia resources on climate justice and library 
• guidance tailored for individual practitioners 
• annual reports featuring benchmarking information, news, 

and case studies 





























CONCLUSION



Dan Perjovschi - "Drawings"



TAKE ACTION NOW!



 

Q & A

Dr Dea Vidović
dea.vidovic@kulturanova.hr

THANK YOU! 

Dr Dea Vidovic
Just Culture

dea.vidovic@gmail.com


